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in diet, and superior to the barbarous vice of drunk-
enness. Hunting and war were his chief occu- The character
pations; and his wars were carried on with all magne.r e"
the ferocity of encountering savage tribes. But he was
likewise a Eoman Emperor, not only in his vast and
organising policy, he had that one vice of the old Eoman
civilisation which the Merovingian kings had indulged,
though not perhaps with more unbounded lawlessness.
The religious Emperor, in one respect, troubled not
himself with the restraints of religion. The humble or
grateful Church beheld meekly, and almost without
remonstrance, the irregularity of domestic life, which
not merely indulged in free licence, but treated the
sacred rite of marriage as a covenant dissoluble at his-
pleasure. Once we have heard, and but once, the
Church raise its authoritative, its comminatory voice.;
and that not to forbid the King of the Franks from
wedding a second wife while his first was alive, but
from marrying a Lombard princess. One pious eccle-
siastic alone in his dominions, he a relative, ventured
to protest aloud. Charles repudiated his first wife to
marry the daughter of Desiderius; and after a year
repudiated her to marry Hildegard, a Swabian lady.
By Hildegard he had six children. On her death he
married Fastrada, who bore him two; a nameless con-
cubine another. On Fastrada's death he married Liut-
gardis, a German, who died without issue. On her
decease he was content with four concubines.1 A
darker suspicion, arising out of the loose character of
jois daughters, none of whom he allowed to marry, but
carried them about with him to the camp as well as the

* The reading is doubtful.   Bouquet has quatuor.  Pertz has followed ft MS.
Which gives three.